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Abstract 

Urbanization can have a significant impact on the demographic profile of rural regions. 

Prolonged periods of rural-urban migration can, besides a decrease in overall population, 

affect population structures such as the composition of age, gender and socioeconomic status. 

In Sweden the process of industrialization and subsequent urbanization began in the late 19th 

century, the entailing redistribution of the population have had long term consequences for 

population development in urban and rural areas respectively. Rural areas in northern Sweden 

have been particularly affected by out-migration during the last 100 years with a steadily 

decreasing and ageing population as a result. The aim of this paper is to analyze how the risk 

of migration differed depending on socioeconomic status in urban and rural areas in northern 

Sweden during industrialization, 1900-1950. The study is based upon historical population 

data comprised of digitalized parish registers from the county of Västerbotten. Using event 

history analysis, out-migrants from rural and urban areas will be compared with regards to 

socioeconomic status while accounting for age and gender.  

 

Extended abstract 

 

Introduction 

Until the late 19th century, the share of the Scandinavian population living in urban areas was 

relatively low compared to most other northern and western European countries (De Vries, 

1984, pp. 45-46). In Sweden specifically, the urban population would only begin to grow 

substantially in the decades leading up to the 20th century. Primarily because of increasing 
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rural-urban migration caused by industrialization.1 This rural out-migration subsequently led 

to a gradual decrease of the rural population, from 4 million in the 1890s to approximately 1.5 

million in the 1970s, where after the rural population of Sweden have remained on a relatively 

stable level. However, the rural-urban migration in Sweden has had varying local as well as 

regional impacts. One region particularly effected is rural areas in the northern part of Sweden 

(Norrland). Here the rural areas has continually experienced net-negative migration all 

throughout the 20th century and up until the current day. This has led to challenges in many of 

these northern rural areas with examples including a diminishing and ageing population. 

 

While the causes and effects of the rural-urban migration as a result of industrialization in 

Sweden during the 20th century is fairly well understood, the same cannot be said about how 

the selective process of migration developed during this time. Especially pertaining to how 

determinants such as socioeconomic status affected risk of migration, and subsequently if 

these risks were different in rural and urban areas. As socioeconomic status has previously 

been shown to influence migration behavior (see eg: Dribe, 2003), this study will elaborate 

upon this by analyzing how individual SES in relation to structural economic foundations 

interact in relation to migration risk during industrialization.  

 

 

 

Objective 

 

The aim of this study is to analyze the difference in risk of out-migration according to 

socioeconomic status in regions of different economic foundations (rural and urban) in 

northern Sweden during industrialization, 1900-1950. Furthermore, the length of stay of in-

migrants will also be analyzed following the same rationale. 

 

Method 

The study draws on data from the POPLINK database obtained from the Demographic 

Database (DDB) in Umeå. The data consist of digitalized parish registers from 14 parishes in 

the county of Västerbotten between the years 1900-1950. Administered by the Church of 

Sweden, the parish registers were a form of extended civil registration of all Swedish 

inhabitants that were administered on the local level by the parish ministers (Nilsdotter Jeub, 

1993). The registers contain a wide array of information on the individual level for every year 

(including geographical information on both residence and migration) making longitudinal 

studies possible with regard to both structural changes and individual life course development 

(Edvinsson & Engberg, 2020; Westberg, Engberg, & Edvinsson, 2016).  

Socioeconomic status were derived from individual occupational information. Alternatively, 

for the younger cohorts, the socioeconomic status of the father. The POPLINK data provides 

both the ad verbum occupational labels as well as HISCO codes. The HISCO scheme is a 

historical version of the ISCO scheme for economic sector classification of occupations and 

allows historical occupations to be classified into one of nine major categories, which in turn 

 

1 Around 90% of the Swedish population lived in rural areas at the start of the 19th century. Parity between the 

rural and urban population were reached around the 1930s. The modern day rural population constitutes roughly 

13% (in 2018) of the total population (Svanström, 2015, 2018). 



   
 

   
 

contains extensive subcategories (Mandemakers et al., 2013; van Leeuwen, Maas, & Miles, 

2004). For the regional division, the 14 parishes were divided into a rural and urban region  

based upon the occupational structureof each parish. The two towns of Umeå and Skellefteå 

starkly contrasted all other parishes, as they were comprised of diverse occupational 

categories while the others were predominantly agrarian.  

 

Figure 1. Regional division of the parishes in the study. 

 

  

 

Using event history analysis the differences in risk of migration will be analyzed. More 

precisely a Cox regression will be implemented. Each individual will be followed from 15 

years of age, or in-migration, and until out-migration or censoring, which will occur at age 65, 

death or at the end of registration. This will be done separately for first migration and 

subsequent migration events. The individual life courses from the register data has 



   
 

   
 

furthermore been split into one-year periods which makes It possible to measure the time-

varying effects of socioeconomic status.  

 

 

 

Expected results 

Previous study of this area has revealed that the rate of migration in the Urban region is 

substantially higher than in the rural region (fig 2).  

 

Figure 2

 

This study will elaborate upon this result by analyzing how individual socioeconomic status 

affected risk of migration in urban and rural areas. This analysis will allow us to form 

conclusions about how economic restructuring and industrialization influenced individuals of 

different socioeconomic standing differently in regions of varying economic foundations 

during the first half of the twentieth century in northern Sweden. Further analysis will 

determine similar differences in the length of stay of in-migrants in these same regions.  

Due to the fact that mobility was overall higher in the urban region we expect that the risk of 

migration will be generally higher here, however more research is needed as to ascertain if 

these differences stem from structural differences between these regions or due to the fact that 



   
 

   
 

the socioeconomic structure greatly differed between the populations. As the rural region was 

primarily constituted by farmers and related workers who have been shown to generally move 

less than the working-class population. We hypothesize that there is an interaction of these 

two factors and that the city generally incentivized more mobility while simultaneously being 

comprised of more mobile socioeconomic groups.   
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